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WHO ABE THE CULPRITS ? 

SOCIALISTS delight in denouncing the rich or " privileged classes," as the weal- 
thier citizens of the Republic are sometimes most incorrectly styled — the " capital- 
istic class," to use their favorite phrase — as the authors and supporters of the laws 
that favor corporations to the prejudice of the masses of the people. American 
workingmen will never effect any legislative reform until they have the moral 
courage to see and to confess that for whatever social evils legislation entails they 
alone or at least they chiefly are responsible. There is not a single election precinct 
in the United States in which the workingmen do not constitute an overwhelming 
majority of the popular vote. They choose the lawmakers. They invest the various 
executive officers with the power of the State and Nation. If these men, as a class, 
therefore, prove unworthy of their trust, it is the workingmen who should be 
held accountable for it. To denounce any class of men for perverting the laws 
to their personal advantage is alike idle and illogical; classes always have and 
corporations always will seek to so construe the laws as to advance their selfish 
interests, and no wise legislator can innocently ignore this fact. It is prob- 
ably impossible — as Napoleon discovered — to make laws so simple and 
clear that a member of a learned profession can never pervert 
their intent, but it certainly is quite within the power of laws to 
prevent the " exploitation" of the masses by the classes to an extent that would 
be seriously felt. But to secure impartial legislation, it is absolutely indispensable 
that legislators should be chosen not in view of party expediency, but to secure 
agents too intelligent to be deceived and too honest to be approached by the givers 
of bribes. It is a notorious fact that the most corrupt legislators are chosen 
from districts where the workingmen are strongest. Workingmen sow tares in 
the ballot-box, and expect to reap wheat in the legislative hall. Of course they 
are always disappointed and always will be disappointed until they learn that 
men never gather grapes from thistles — that in the political as well as in the rural 
fields men reap as they sow. 

Honest voting for honest candidates — this is the alpha and omega of reform. 
Until the workingmen realize this truth they will be cheated just as often as they 
vote. "Third parties" or "a single tax" will bring them no nearer to equal 
rights nor hasten the advent by a single hour of the millennium that they seek to 
inaugurate. Union of labor also is not sufficient until it results in the election of 
integrity and capacity. If the present representatives of workingmen in the State 
and National legislatures are neither honest nor efficient, let the workingmen re- 
member that they themselves are the culprits. 

Henry Melrose. 

VI. 

PERSONALITY OP TEACHERS. 

Eternal vigilance is the price of liberty. This is an old saying, but every now 
and then it receives a new force, as the agencies of our liberties become afflicted 
with dry-rot, or are attacked by ill-wishers to our material prosperity. The publie 
school, rather than the press, has become the palladium of our liberties. But the 
educational system of the United States is threatened now by a fungous growth 
which, sooner or later, attaches itself to every human agency of progress. Red 
tape has wound itself so closely about the publie school system, that teachers and 
pupils alike suffer from the ill effects of constriction. Under its baneful influence 
teachers have become automatons, capable of imparting only cut-and-dried infor- 



